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EDUCATION 

1991
Ph.D. (Biology) Montana State University

1986
M.S., cum laude (Resource Policy, Economics and Mgmt.) University of Michigan

1984
B.A., magna cum laude (Biology and Environmental Studies) University of Maryland

INTERESTS AND GOALS  

I pursue research and teaching in the fields of conservation biology, landscape ecology, wildlife biology, and restoration ecology.  Areas of research include biodiversity assessment with remote sensing and GIS applications, spatial analysis, metapopulation dynamics, habitat fragmentation, population viability assessment, genetics of small populations, climate change, and prairie restoration.  I also conduct research and help implement new programs related to recruitment and retention of women and minorities in science and engineering.

EMPLOYMENT (1987-present)

	1994-present
	Iowa State University, Ames, IA Assistant Professor (1994-2000); Associate Professor (2000-present), Professor (2007-present), Dept. of Animal Ecology (new dept:  Ecology, Evolution, and Organismal Biology as of July 1, 2003):

· Teach Conservation Biology, Vertebrate Biology, Women in Science and Engineering, and Introductory Biology.  
· Conduct research on the effects of global climate change on biodiversity, effects of agriculture on ecological communities, and prairie restoration techniques. 

	2004
	Stanford University Visiting Scientist, Center for Conservation Biology (Sabbatical) July 1-December 31, 2004.

	1991-1994
	University of Kansas, Lawrence, KS Assistant Professor, Environmental Studies:  

Taught Field Methods in Environmental Studies, Biological Environmental Impact Analysis and Introduction to Environmental Studies, coordinated Field Methods course, coordinated undergraduate advising.

	1991-1994
	University of Kansas, Lawrence, KS Adjunct Assistant Curator, Theoretical Ecology, Museum of Natural History: Conducted research on relationships between species assemblage patterns and environmental parameters using tools such as multivariate statistics, GIS, and remote sensing.

	1987-1989
	Glacier National Park, West Glacier, MT Conservation Biologist: Developed sampling and analysis methodology to inventory and monitor biological diversity of birds and butterflies in Glacier National Park.


SELECTED PUBLICATIONS

Refereed journal articles - recent

	2008
	· Debinski, D.M. and M. Cross. (invited chapter, in press).  Conservation and Global Climate Change chapter in The Princeton Guide to Ecology.  (Simon Levin, Editor-in-Chief Section on Conservation Biology (David Wilcove, Associate Editor).  Princeton University Press.

	
	· Davis, J.D., S. Hendrix D.M. Debinski and C.J. Hemsley.  2008.  Butterfly, bee and forb community composition and cross-taxon incongruence in tallgrass prairie fragments.  Journal of Insect Conservation 12:69-79.

	2007
	· Davis, J.D., D.M. Debinski, and B.J. Danielson. 2007.  Local and landscape effects on the butterfly community in fragmented Midwest U.S.A. prairie habitats.  Landscape Ecology 22:1341-1354.

	
	· Debinski, D.M., M.V. Santelmann, D. White, K. Freemark and J. Sifneos. 2007.  Butterfly responses.  Pp.102-107 In: J. Nassauer (ed.) From the Corn Belt to the Gulf, Resources for the Future Press.
· M.V. Santelmann, D. White, K. Freemark Lindsay, J. I. Nassauer, J. M. Eilers, K. B. Vache, B.J. Danielson, R.C. Corry, M.E. Clark, S. Polasky, R.M.Cruse, J. Sifneos, H. L. Rustigian, C.U. Coiner, J. Wu and Debinski, D.M. 2007.  An integrated assessment of alternative futures for corn belt agriculture.  Pp.162-174 In: J. Nassauer (ed.) From the Corn Belt to the Gulf, Resources for the Future Press.

	
	· Vogel, J., D.M. Debinski, R. Koford and J. Miller. 2007.  Grassland butterfly responses to prairie restoration through fire and grazing. Biological Conservation 140:78-90.

	
	

	2006
	· Davros, N.M., D.M. Debinski, K.F. Reeder and W.L. Hohman.  2006.  Butterflies and continuous conservation reserve program filter strips: Landscape considerations.  Wildlife Society Bulletin (invited article for special issue on effects of Farm Bill on wildlife).  34(4):936-943.

	
	· Debinski, D.M., R.E. VanNimwegen and M.E. Jakubauskas. 2006. Quantifying relationships between bird and butterfly community shifts and environmental change.  Ecological Applications 16(1):380-393.

	
	· Debinski, D.M. 2006.  Forest fragmentation and matrix effects: The matrix does matter.  Journal of Biogeography 33:1791-1792. (invited commentary).

	
	· Pritchard, J., D.M. Debinski, B. Olechnowski and R. VanNimwegen. 2006. The landscape of Paul Errington's work.  Wildlife Society Bulletin 34(5):1411-1416.

	
	


RECENT GRANTS 

	2007-2008
	Iowa Science Foundation:  Examining Changes in Vegetation Structure Through Time in a Restored Tallgrass Prairie Ecosystem and the Implications for Avian Diversity (D. Debinski and B. Olechnowski, $5,000).

	2007-2008
	Iowa Department of Natural Resources:  Examining Changes in Vegetation Structure Through Time in a Restored Tallgrass Prairie Ecosystem and the Implications for Avian Diversity (D. Debinski and B. Olechnowski, $2,500).


	2006-2010
	USDA NRI-51.9 Biology of Weedy and Invasive Species: Restoration of Evolutionary Fire-grazing Interactions to Limit Invasion of Exotic Forages in the Central Grasslands (S. Fuhlendorf, K. Hickman, D. Engle, J. Miller and D. Debinski: $499,000).

	2006-2010
	Iowa Department of Natural Resources: The Use of Cattle-Grazing and Fire as Management Tools To Maintain Biodiversity on Grassland Reserves in Southern Iowa (J. Miller, D. Engle and D. Debinski: $428,039).  

	2006-2011
	NSF ADVANCE Institutional Transformation Program:  ISU’s Comprehensive Institutional Intervention Strategy (S. Carlson, S. Bird, B. Bowen, J. Bystydzienski, D. Debinski and J. Vance: $3,300,000).  

	2006-2007
	Iowa Science Foundation:  Development of an Invertebrate-based Terrestrial Index of Biotic Integrity for Tall Grass Prairie Ecosystems (D. Debinski and J. Orlofske, $5,000).

	2006-2007
	Iowa Department of Natural Resources:  Development of an Invertebrate-based Terrestrial Index of Biotic Integrity for Tall Grass Prairie Ecosystems (D. Debinski and J. Orlofske, $2,500).

	2005-2006
	NSF Long-Term Research in Environmental Biology (LTREB): Quantifying Early Indicators of Global Climate Change. (D. Debinski, $72,500 including 2 REUs, 1 in 2006, 1 in 2007).


Professional organizations

Society for Conservation Biology, Ecological Society of America, The Wildlife Society, Sigma Xi, 

The Lepidopterists’ Society, Iowa Academy of Science, Center for Global and Regional Environmental Research, Society for Landscape Ecology.

Graduate Students (Major Advisor)

Sheri Svehla, Jennet Carruthers, Jessica Skibbe Davis, Brian Olechnowski, Jessica Orlofske, Adam Martin-Schwarze, Jennifer Vogel, Ron VanNimwegen, Kathleen Reeder, Stephanie Shepherd, Amanda Hetrick, Julia Auckland, William Norris, Scott Mahady, Erica Saveraid, Leslie Ries, Liesl Kelly.
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