
What is Planning?
The planning profession is dedicated to 
helping society manage change. Planners 
help to evaluate and seize opportunities and 
to understand and solve problems. Most 
planners work at the local level, but they are 
concerned with issues that affect the world 
— the preservation and enhancement of the 
quality of life in a community, the protection of 
the environment, the promotion of equitable 
economic opportunity and the management of 
growth and change of all kinds.
 
Within this broad context, urban and regional 
planning is a systematic, creative approach to 
influence and manage the social, economic 
and physical change of neighborhoods, small 
towns, cities, suburbs, metropolitan areas, 
regions and states. If you are interested in a 
career helping your community (region, state, 
nation, civic organization) influence change or 
build a better future, a planning education can 
prepare you for that career.
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Planning at Iowa State University
The Department of Community and Regional Planning at Iowa 
State University is one of the nation’s largest and longest-established 
planning programs. The department has an outstanding international 
faculty committed to excellence in the teaching of planning.
 
We also undertake high-quality research on behalf of federal, state 
and local government, business, the nonprofit sector and other 
funding agencies, all of which feeds into the courses we teach. This 
is combined with strong linkages to planning practice and other 
professions, which ensures our graduates are fully prepared for excit-
ing careers in planning, urban and regional governance, and a wide 
range of related activities.

Curriculum
The department offers work for the Master of Community and 
Regional Planning (MCRP) degree with areas of concentration in 
land use and transportation, community design and development, 
and rural and environmental planning. In addition, students can 
design their own area of concentration if it does not fit in any of these 
three areas, with the assistance of their major professor. The graduate 
program is accredited by the Planning Accreditation Board of the 
American Institute of Certified Planners and the Association of
Collegiate Schools of Planning.
 
The department also offers a 13-credit graduate certificate in geo-
graphic information systems (GIS), which focuses on spatial analysis, 
GIS applications and program management. The certificate program 
is open to graduate students in all disciplines of the university. 

Double Degrees
Double degree programs are offered with architecture (MCRP/
MArch), business (MCRP/MBA), public administration (MCRP/
MPA) and landscape architecture (MCRP/MLA). The department 
also participates in the interdepartmental major in transportation.

Degree Requirements
Degree requirements for the MCRP include completion of a two-
year, 48-credit program, including a thesis of six credits or a profes-
sional planning report of four credits. In addition, the student is 
encouraged to complete three months of acceptable work experience 
in a planning office between the first and second year of study.

No foreign language is required for the Master of Community and 
Regional Planning degree.

Students with a bachelor’s degree in community and regional 
planning from an accredited planning school can waive up to 
nine credits with approval of the department’s director of graduate 
education (DOGE).



Campus Life
Iowa State is a large, prestigious university with a friendly, hometown 
personality. Its 26,000 students choose from more than 100 majors, 
study with world-class scholars and keep more than 500 student or-
ganizations going strong. The CRP Club, for example, offers special 
educational, networking and career development opportunities such 
as traveling to planning offices, arranging for guest speakers on urban 
topics, and attending planning conferences.

How to Apply
Applicants must submit the application and fee online. Official 
GRE and TOEFL scores (sent by the testing services), official 
academic transcripts, and a financial statement for international ap-
plicants must also be sent to the Office of Admissions. Three letters 
of recommendation may be mailed directly to the CRP department 
if not sent electronically.

Additional Information
About the CRP program: www.design.iastate.edu/CRP
About the GIS Certificate Program: www.design.iastate.edu/GIS
About the CRP Club: www.stuorg.iastate.edu/planning
About the College of Design: www.design.iastate.edu
About the Graduate College: www.grad-college.iastate.edu
About the admissions process: www.admissions.iastate.edu/apply

Contact Us
Community and Regional Planning
146 College of Design
Ames, IA 50011-3094
(515) 294-8958
crp@iastate.edu

The planning core comprises   
a set of required courses, including:
CRP 501	 Methods I
CRP 502	 Methods II
CRP 511	 Introduction to Community and Regional Planning
CRP 521	 Land Use Planning
CRP 523	 Economic Analysis and the  
                  Financing of Public Planning Projects
CRP 532	 Community Planning Studio
CRP 561	 Seminar in Planning Theory
CRP 592	 Land Use and Development Regulation Law
CRP 599	 Professional Planning Report 
                   OR 
CRP 699	 Thesis Research
STAT 401	Statistical Methods

A typical program

FALL YEAR 1

CRP 501

CRP 511

CRP 521

STAT 401

SPRING YEAR 1

CRP 502

CRP 523

CRP 561

Elective

FALL YEAR 2

CRP 532

CRP 592

Elective

SPRING YEAR 2

CRP 599
OR

CRP 699



Iowa State University does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, age, religion, national origin, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, sex, marital status, disability, or status as a US veteran. Inquiries may be directed to the Director of 
Equal Opportunity and Diversity, 3680 Beardshear Hall, Ames, IA 50011-2024, (515) 294-7612. © 2008 Iowa State University

Photographs by Bob Elbert, Monica Haddad, Bobbi Jo Kruckenberg, 
Heather Sauer

Riad Mahayni, Professor
592 Design
rmahayni@iastate.edu
(515) 294-8524
Research Interests: planning methods and theory, 
decision making, transportation and regional plan-
ning, comprehensive planning, planning in developing 
countries

Francis Owusu, Associate Professor and
Director of Graduate Education
585 Design
fowusu@iastate.edu
(515) 294-7769
Research Interests: Africa: development policy debates, 
urban livelihood strategies, public-sector performance, 
HIV/AIDS and poverty, economic and social impacts 
of migration; US: locational choices of ethanol plants, 
sustainable development indicators

Gerardo Sandoval, Assistant Professor
577 Design
gsando@iastate.edu
(515) 294-6764
Research Interests: intersection of economic and com-
munity development in immigrant, rural and inner-city 
neighborhoods, with special focus on the relationships 
between immigrant neighborhoods and planning 
institutions

Dave Swenson, Adjunct Assistant Professor
177 Heady
dswenson@iastate.edu
(515) 294-7458
Research Interests: community economic analysis, com-
munity and regional economic studies and evaluations, 
economic development research and technical assis-
tance, input-output (economic impact) studies, fiscal 
impact research, public finance and tax policy, commu-
nity change and worker mobility issues;, public program 
and project evaluation

Gary Taylor, Assistant Professor
286 Design
gtaylor@iastate.edu
(515) 294-2973
Research Interests: land-use law, state and local regula-
tion of the development process, state/local fiscal 
relationships, intergovernmental cooperation and 
contracting, mediation of land-use disputes

Ferruccio Trabalzi, Assistant Professor
376 Design
trabalzi@iastate.edu
515) 294-8393
Research Interests: place-based food systems, commu-
nity-based planning and design, regional and interna-
tional development

Carlton Basmajian, Assistant Professor
578 Design
carlton@iastate.edu
(515) 294-6942
Research Interests: regional planning, planning history, 
suburbia, land use

Tim Borich, Associate Professor
126 Design
borich@iastate.edu
(515) 294-8707
Research Interests: economic and leadership develop-
ment, multi-community collaboration, public policy, 
rural sociology, complex organizations, citizen partici-
pation, rural planning

Susan Bradbury, Associate Professor
399 Design
bradbury@iastate.edu
(515) 294-8720
Research Interests: community economic development, 
transportation policy planning, small town and
rural planning

Tara Clapp, Assistant Professor
377 Design
tlclapp@iastate.edu
(515) 294-7759
Research Interests: environmental planning and policy, 
climate change, planning history and theory, motiva-
tions for environmental action, research methods, 
gender and environment

Paul Coates, Associate Professor
4900 Research Park
paulc@iastate.edu
(515) 294-1844
Research Interests: local government and financial 
management, government structure and management, 
governmental performance measurement, community 
performance indicators, citizen participation

Monica Haddad, Assistant Professor
583 Design
haddad@iastate.edu
(515) 294-8979
Research Interests: environmental sustainability and 
planning, human development, Iowa and the bioecon-
omy, social policy in Latin America, spatial analysis 
applications for CRP issues
 
Doug Johnston, Professor and Chair
146 Design
dmjohnst@iastate.edu
(515) 294-8958
Research Interests: environmental planning, water 
resources, geographic information systems, design
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